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The Latest News and Updates from the Students of Darul Uloom Leicester

SPIRITUAL BOOST

OTHER STORIES
INSIDE THIS ISSUE:

by Huzaifa Valli, 1st Year Alim Class
On Saturday the 25th of March, Darul Uloom Leicester held its first
monthly Tarbiyah Programme. This was an introduction to a monthly
programme, which aims to help students through daily struggles and
give advice on how to live a virtuous life. The Tarbiyah Programme
opened with a beautiful recitation of the Qur’an, by a student named

School Trips
Interview with a Qari

Shakib Ahmed, which introduced us, the students and listeners, to
the topic that was going to be discussed. The topic was Taqwa and
Zikr. An inspirational talk was then given by our respected principal

Exhibition Islam

Shaykh Ishaq Sahib.
The Tarbiyah Programme has positively changed the atmosphere of
Darul

Uloom

Leicester.

Not

only

did

this

programme

help

students, through an inspiring talk, but also later in the programme
we were given a chance to reflect on what was said.Tasbeehs were
handed out to each student and a
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a full 10 minutes was solely dedicated to doing
zikr and this showed us how it should be carried
out everyday. I heard from a number of students
that they felt content in their hearts and felt at
ease with the way they had spent their time.
Weeks later, students can still be seen holding
tasbeehs, while out and about around Darul
Uloom

showing

the

positive

effects

of

this

inspiring programme.

OUR TRIP TO
BIRMINGHAM
by Nadeem Islam, Year 9A
On Tuesday 21st of January, the entire Year 9 class went on
a trip to Birmingham.
We began our trip by visiting the Dudley Canal. When we
arrived, we met the guide and instructor, who began by
giving us a brief history of the Dudley Canal. We learnt that
the Dudley Canal runs all the way through Dudley and to
travel its entire length by boat would take up to six hours!
The

journey

covers

a

huge

amount

of

water,

but

is

definitely worth your time. We also learnt about the
Industrial Revolution. Before the Industrial Revolution,
people used to manage their businesses from home.
This was tough, however the canal allowed an easier form of transportation, which helped their businesses
greatly. After the talk, we had lunch and then finally travelled the canal, which had tunnels that went
underground. What can I say? The canal was incredible.
Soon after visiting the Dudley Canal, we visited the Birmingham Museum & Art Gallery. It was extremely spacious
and packed with rare and astonishing artefacts. However, our reason for visiting the museum was to visit an
exhibit dedicated to the four hundred thousand plus Muslims that aided the Allies in World War I. We also went
to some of the other galleries that showed soldiers of other faiths, mainly Hinduism, who also assisted during the
war. The exhibit brought to light this important piece of forgotten history and allowed us all to recognise the
sacrifice Muslims have made for Britain.
Overall, the trip was amazing and I would strongly recommend visiting these places, as they have definitely
persuaded me to do so again.
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INTERVIEW WITH GRADUATING STUDENT QARI ZAID KASEM
ABOUT HIS COMPLETION OF THE QIRA’AH COURSE. HE HAS
SPENT THE LAST THREE YEARS STUDYING THE SEVEN DIFFERENT
WAYS OF RECITING THE QURAN WITH QARI KHALIL OF DARUL
ULOOM LEICESTER.

How long have you been at DUL?

How many hours did you have to put into the course

My first day at DUL was on the 1st August 2005, so I’ve

each week?

been studying at DUL for approximately 12 years. I spent 5

Safwaan Mansur, my partner, and I would spend nearly 1

years doing Hifz of the Quran and thereafter learnt Urdu

hour a day for preparation and it would take 20 minutes

for a year. Now I’m coming to the end of the 6 year

to read to Qari Sahib (Mon - Sat).

Ilmiyyah course and will be graduating in the coming
summer In Sha Allah.

How did you balance the Qira’ah course with your
Ilmiyyah course?

What inspired you to do the Qira’ah course?

We would have to spend our free time to practice for our

I remember when I was a young Hifz Class student, I used

lesson, otherwise we would lose out on our Alim class

to hear the likes of Qari Muhammed Patel and Qari Bilal

work time.

Hussein, two of Qari Khalil’s first Qira’ah students, read
the Quran in seven different ways and this inspired me to

What advice would you give to anyone who is

also learn how to read in seven ways.

interested in doing the Qira’ah course?

Develop love and a passion in reading the Quran, In Sha
Allah, Allah will make it seem easy for you.
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MEETING WITH OTHER FAITHS
by Amaan Muhammad, 4th Year of the Ilmiyyah Course
"AND WE DID NOT SEND YOU (O MUHAMMAD)
EXCEPT AS A MERCY TO THE WORLDS." - 21:107
On the 12th of February, my two classmates and I visited the local Methodist
Church. We arrived along with members of many other faiths. After a short
introductory message from the local priest, members of other faiths such as
Judaism, Sikhism, Hinduism and Bahaism, read short excerpts from their
scriptures, regarding hospitality.
We were then called up to deliver our part of the programme, where we read,
translated and spoke about the verses in the Qur’an, regarding hospitality. The
tasks of reciting, translating and explaining the verses were split between the
three of us, in order to convey the message of hospitality in Islam to the audience,
as clearly and harmoniously as possible. We shared with the audience the example
of the sahaba and how they would prioritise their guests over themselves. The
speech went well and we received a warm send-off as we left. Before we departed,
we stayed for a short speech by the Bishop regarding Christianity and its views on
hospitality.
"The students performed brilliantly and effortlessly, with great confidence and
dignity, and received high praise from many. They made us all very proud." - Event
Coordinator
On a whole, the entire event was eye-opening to the similarities and differences
between our religions. Yet, at the same time it was encouraging to reinforce that
our views on topics regarding the upholding of a peaceful society are all
considerably alike.
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NO TWO
THINGS HAVE
BEEN
COMBINED
BETTER THAN
KNOWLEDGE
AND PATIENCE.
'Ata ibn Abi Rabah
Allah's mercy be upon him
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EXHIBITION ISLAM
by Ilyas Dalmar, Year 7
On the 27th of March, one day after it had opened, we, the Year 7 class,
visited Exhibition Islam. The exhibit was being held behind DUL, in the
RAF building that the school has recently bought. We saw many
models and posters about the history of Islam and it was especially
interesting to learn about the sirah of Prophet Muhammad (peace be
upon him) from the timeline poster, which stretched from one side of
the room to the other.
Everybody in my class got a chance to do something, from using the
interactive models to answering questions from the tour guide. We
learnt much about how the different prophets suffered and sacrificed
for the sake of Deen.
Alhamdulillah, we are thankful for the chance to see the exhibit and
also for the blessing of our good school that hosted Exhibition Islam
for the students and the community.
"Attending events, such as this one, gives the children at Slater
opportunities to learn about other people's lives, cultures,
religion and beliefs and can only do good in helping us move
forward to creating more harmonious communities in our city."
- Slater Primary School, a local school whose pupils also
attended Exhibition Islam at DUL
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#VISITMY
MOSQUE DAY
by Maaz Khalid
Student Council Chairman

The #VisitMyMosque Day at Masjid-Ul-ImamIl-Bukhari was an apparent success. Based on
the number of attendees along with the
overall positive feedback, we can judge that
having hosted an event of such a nature for
the first time, there is hope that we can
present more avenues to share the message
of Islam and what Muslims do, to the general
public.
Students, staff and additional volunteers
were able to share a comprehensive view of
the masjid, through live prayers and
demonstrations of the method of washing in
preparation of prayer. There were light
discussions about the essential beliefs of
Islam and reflections on Islamic history; also,
facts about the Holy Quran and the Prophet
Muhammad (peace be upon him) were
shared.
There is always room for improvement with
any event that has been held for the first
time and this will naturally develop through
experience. Despite whatever shortcomings
may have occurred, we believe that if what
was done becomes a means of guidance and
enlightenment towards Islam for even one
individual, now or later on as a result of
cultivation from seeds sown, everything done
will be worthwhile.
“By Allah, if a single person is guided by
Allah through you, it will be better for you
than a herd of red camels.” - Bukhari,
Muslim
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